
Vocation Views- The light of Christ shines 

upon you. Share that light with others. 

Consider the gift of a Church vocation.  

Jan. 6, 2019                                        

The Epiphany of the Lord             

MASS INTENTIONS & READINGS                                                                                     

Monday, Jan 7                                                       
St Raymond of Penafort, Priest                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

1 Jn 3:22-4:6; Mk 4:12-17                                                                                                                                                                                 

8:15 am Barbara Dillhoff (Dillhoff)                                             

Tuesday, Jan 8                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

1 Jn 4:7-10; Mk 6:34-44                                 

12:00 pm Sp Int Willoughby Family          

(Mc Glinch)                                                     

Wednesday, Jan 9                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

1 Jn 4:11-18; Mk 6:45-52                                    

8:15 am  Roy Pistone (Pistone)                                                                        

Thursday, Jan 10                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

1 Jn 4:19-5:4; Lk 4:14-22                                  

8:15 am Don & Janice Belding (Albright)                                              

Friday, Jan 11                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

1 Jn 5:5-13; Lk 5:12-16                                               

8:15 am Sp Int Brittany Ankerman 

(Ankerman)                                                        

Saturday, Jan 12                                                                                                                          

1 Jn 5:14-21; Jn 3:22-30                                  

5:00 pm Sp Int Vincent Bradley (Bradley)                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

The Baptism of the Lord, Sunday Jan 13                                                                  

Is 40:1-5, 9-11; Ti 2:11-14, 3:4-7;                     

Lk 3:15-16, 21-22                                             

7:30 am  Living & Deceased of the Parish                                                                                                                    

10:30 am Bob Windmiller (Latino) 

"They fell down and worshiped Jesus" 

Scripture: Matthew 2:1-12   

Meditation: If Jesus truly is who he claims to be, the eternal Son of 
God and Savior of the world, then why is he not recognized by every-
one who hears his word and sees his works? John the Evangelist states 
that when Jesus came into the world the world knew him not and his 
own people received him not (John 1:10-11). Jesus was born in        
obscurity. Only the lowly shepherds recognized him at his birth. Some 
wise men also found their way to Bethlehem to pay homage to the  
newborn King of Israel. These men were not Israelites, but foreigners. 
They likely had read and discussed the Messianic prophecies and were 
anxious to see when this Messianic King would appear. God led them 
by means of an extraordinary star across the desert to the little town of 
Bethlehem where Jesus was born. 

John Chrysostom (347-407 AD), in his homily on this passage from 
Matthew 2, explains the significance of the star of Bethlehem: 

"Note how fitting was the order of events: the wise men saw the star, 
were received by the Jews and their king; they heard prophecy to     
explain what had appeared; the angel instructed them; and then they 
journeyed from Jerusalem to Bethlehem by the guidance of the star. 
From all this we learn that this was not an ordinary star, for no other 
star has this capacity to guide, not merely to move but to beckon, to “go 
before them,” drawing and guiding them along their way. The star   
remained after bringing them to the place, in order that the child might 
also be seen. For there is nothing conspicuous about the place. The inn 
was ordinary. The mother was not celebrated or notable. The star was 
needed to manifest and illumine the lowly place, until they had reached 
their destination at the manger." [The Gospel of Matthew, Homily 7:3] 

In their thirst for knowledge of God, the wise men from the East     
willingly left everything, their home and country, in pursuit of that 
quest. In their diligent search they were led to the source of true 
knowledge - to Jesus Christ, the Light and Wisdom of God. When they 
found the newborn King they humbly worshiped him and gave him 
gifts fitting for a king. 

The Lord of the universe who revealed the star of Bethlehem to the 
Gentiles of the East so they could come and worship Jesus, the Prince 
of Peace (Isaiah 9:6) and King of Kings (Revelations 19:16), gives each 
one of us the same light of revelation to recognize and accept Jesus as 
our Lord and Savior. Faith is an entirely free gift that God makes to us. 
It is through the help of the Holy Spirit, who moves the heart and opens 
the eyes of the mind, that we are able to understand, accept, and believe 
the truth which God has revealed to us through his Son, Jesus Christ. In 
faith, the human will and intellect cooperate with grace. "Believing is 
an act of the intellect assenting to the divine truth by command of the 
will moved by God through grace" (Thomas Aquinas). 

To know and to encounter Jesus Christ is to know God personally. In 
the encounter of the wise men with Jesus we see the plan of God to 
give his only Son as King and Savior, not just for the Jewish people but 
for all the nations as well. The Lord Jesus came that both Jew and   
Gentile might find true and lasting peace with God.  Let us pray today 
that Jew and Gentile alike will find the Lord and Savior on their      
journey of life. Do you bring the light of Jesus Christ to those you meet 
through the witness of your life and testimony? 

"Lord Jesus Christ, we thank you for bringing salvation to all the na-
tions. May the gospel of salvation be proclaimed to every nation today 
and to every person on the face of the earth.  Help me to be a good wit-
ness of the joy of the gospel to all I meet." 



Liturgical Ministers ---Weekend of  Jan 12-13         THIS WEEK IN OUR PARISH        

~Sunday, Jan 6~                                                                                                                             

Shepherds of Christ Prayers for all Priests 9:30 am     

Rosary 9:50 am                                                         

~Tuesday, Jan 8~                                                             

Tuesday Potluck after Noon Mass                                                                                              

~Wednesday, Jan 9~                                                 

CCD  6:30 pm                                                   

~Thursday, Jan 10~                                                      

Eucharistic Adoration begins after 8:15 am Mass 

Closing with Benediction at 7:00 pm                                

Reconciliation 6:00 pm– 6:45 pm                                                                             

~Saturday, Jan. 12~                                                 

Men’s prayer Group 6:30 am                                                                                                    

Marriage Enrichment 8:00 am                                           

Food for the Poor at all Masses this weekend                                                                                 

Saturday, 

Jan. 12, 

2019        

9:00 AM - 

Noon                               

Emmaus 

Center in                                            

St. Christo-

pher School                                                          

Check in and 
continental 
breakfast 8:30 
AM - 9:00 AM  

KINDLY 

REGISTER BY                        

JANUARY 9, 

2019                                                       

Contact Andrea 

Parker via email 

at 

aparker@stchrist

opheronline.com           

or by phone at 

937-898-3542, 

ext. 109 
Hope for Struggling Marriages: The Retrouvaille Program helps couples restore and 

rebuild a loving relationship. It is for couples who are struggling and considering       

separation or divorce. Retrouvaille Weekends **Jan 11-13**Mar 29-31**Sept 6-8** 

For more information contact– www.cincyretrouvaille.org    HelpOurMarriage.com or 

call 513-456-5413  Fr. Eric said this is a really good program if you need it. 

Athenaeum of Ohio, Lay Pastoral Ministry Spring Semester Begins Soon! 

Visit Athenaeum.edu to learn about our spring semester classes for lay students.            

Classes begin in January.  Students may still take advantage of a 25% discount   

on classes this term. Classes are on Saturdays at Sacred Heart Parish in 

McCartyville. This term we are offering the following classes at our Sacred Heart 

Location:                                                                                                                   

LPC 123 JESUS, THE CHRIST OF FAITH Saturdays, Jan. 12 – Mar. 23            

LPC 131 EVANGELIZATION & SOCIAL MEDIA Saturdays, Mar. 30 – May 11    

LPC 132 MORALITY & JUSTICE IN CATHOLIC LIFE Saturdays, Jan. 12 – May 11                                                                                                                       

Contact us for more information: LPMP (Lay Pastoral Ministry Program),                                               

Deacon Hal Belcher (419)305-5486 or hbelcher001@woh.rr.com 

GriefShare, a weekly support group for people grieving the loss of a close personal  relationship, will be 
offered at St. Michael’s Parish Office Center, 33 Elm St., Fort Loramie from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m.  beginning 

Mon., Jan. 7 for 13 weeks.  Cost is $25.00.  If interested, call Rose Meyer @ 937-295-2891. 

Food for the Poor Coming  

Fr. Joseph Miller will speak 

at all the Masses about the 

ministry providing direct 

relief to the poor through-

out Latin America and the 

Caribbean. Fr. Miller will 

share personal witness 

about the mission to care 

for the destitute. 

  Ushers E. Ministers Lector Servers 

Saturday 
Jan 12 
5:00 pm 

K. Kleman 
K. Serey    
B. Alsip 
Volunteer 

J. Connors 

B. Knife 

R. Burns 

C. Serey 

  

M. Schaurer 

J. Bushong 

  

Sunday 
Jan 13 
7:30am 

N. Craport 
B. Hoffman 
T. Hartley  
J. Stutz 

M. Desch 

J. Mergler 

D. Mergler 

  

Volunteer 

  

  

C. McKinney     
K. Stutz              
L. Mergler 

Sunday 
Jan 13 
10:30am 

M.P. Post  
L. Manson 
J. Artin      
S. Bradley 

W. Dexter 

Volunteer 

D. Miller 

  

N. Dexter 

  

P. Lucente         
J. Lucente 

 Your contributions for the month of December 2018 

Dec 1-2 $6892.00     Dec 8-9  $6916.52      Dec 15-16 $10,229.71  
Dec 22-23 $6115.52    Dec 29-30 $ 4964.00 

Capital Improvements $1745.00                                                       
Immaculate Conception $ 1608.55                                                     
Retired Religious Fund  $2827.25                                                       

Christmas Masses $10,126.15                                                              
Good Neighbor Collection  $1240.00                

Thank you for your bountiful alms-giving! 

mailto:aparker@stchristopheronline.com
mailto:aparker@stchristopheronline.com
mailto:hbelcher001@woh.rr.com


On January 21st, The Transfiguration Center for Spiritual Renewal on Calumet Rd  will 
begin a Women’s Book Study related to Catholic spirituality using a book called      
Fearless by Sonja Corbett. It will be approximately 8 weeks long and a great chance to 
enhance your relationship with Christ during the cold winter months leading up to 
Lent. Please call the Center to register at 937-698-7180 or 
www.transfigurationcenter.com. The cost is just $15 to cover the cost of the book. 

We hold a Bible Study on Wednesday mornings from 10-12 for anyone interested in 
increasing their  understanding of the bible. Classes pick back up on January 2nd, 2019.  

We will have our Tuesday Luncheon  after noon Mass on this Tuesday Jan. 8th.  

Come and tell us all  about your holiday! Tired of cooking? No problem!  Drop into 

IGA and pick up one of their deli salads instead. And remember to save the receipt. 

Thank you Mike Brown and Brown’s Nursery for the 

beautiful Christmas trees we used to decorate the 

church inside and out this past holiday season. 

     Announcing Charlie Parmenter’s Retirement.         
Charlie worked for transfiguration for 21 years. He served as facilities manager and 

was instrumental in helping with the development of the Lange Estate.  Most of 

the wood pieces in the front of church were handcrafted by Charlie. His talents in 

so many things have tremendously benefited the church.  Thank you Charlie for 

your years of hard work and dedication to our church.  Although he will probably 

never slow down, we wish Charlie many years of happy Retirement!  

There will be 

a 2nd          

collection this 

weekend for 

the victims of 

the                

Indonesian 

tsunami. 

 Donggala, Central Sulawesi, Indonesia 

http://www.transfigurationcenter.com

